





In any event, in the tax-writing Regulations? Or is the “intended au- 
area, there may be an out for Trea-_ dience” truly meant to be John Q. 
sury and IRS drafters who can't help Public and his grandparents, chil- 
but write in other than plain lan- dren, and other relatives who are or 
guage that is understandable by the may be taxpayers, also? Act section 2 
masses. The definition of “plain clearly provides the purpose of the 
writing,” as stated above, relates to new law is to promote clear govern- 
writing appropriate for the “intend- ment communication that the public 
ed audience.” (By contrast, when first can understand and use. 
introduced H.R. 946 used a “plain The more we think about it, the 
language” (rather than “plain writ- plainer it becomes to us that there 
ing”) standard, which related tolan- are no simple answers for applying 
guage “that the intended audience _ the “plain writing” standard in the 
can readily understand and use.”) tax world. Nevertheless, the enact- 
Is the “intended audience” meant ed legislation likely will move gov- 
to be tax advisors and tax return ernment agencies in that direction. 
preparers, who can be assumed to We weuld expect that IRS is al- 
have a certain level of familiarity ready sensitive to this problem (if 
with complex tax laws, rules, and __ not the largest target in the cross 
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hairs of the legislation). Perhaps 
Treasury can be more smug, given 
that the Act does not apply to its 
Regulations. 

As we were going to press, the 
White House’s Office of Information 
and Regulatory Affairs issued a 
memorandum to the “Heads of Ex- 
ecutive Departments and Agencies” 
(which undoubtedly includes IRS) 
on the subject of “Preliminary Guid- 
ance for The Plain Writing Act of 
2010.” Shop Talk will analyze the im- 
pact of this preliminary guidance on 
the IRS in a future column. 

We look forward to new-found 
clarity in all IRS guidance, com- 
mencing sometime in 2011. But. 
Don't. Bet. On. It. 
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